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Asking Assumptive Questions
Assumptive questions are naturally assumptive, require different transitional phrases and can be classified into two forms, soft accusation and choice question. Soft accusation involves a direct question where the suspect is required to provide a straightforward answer. In a soft accusation, there is a possibility of three things to occur and only one out of the three is expected at a time. The three things involve acceptance, denial and hesitation. This activity of breaking down the question is crucial because it helps the suspect predict what is being asked and it helps specialists have transitional sense ready and follow up if needed. Soft accusations should neither be too broad nor too specific. Evidence is given up in the question while avoiding the other admissions. 
Broad soft accusation leads to the admission of all the losses or property damage. One of the six soft accusations, which are based in three areas, namely, the first time, last time and most one time, can be used. The soft accusation has a challenge because the follow up used is based on assumptions. The choice question provides the accused individual with two options from which he or she should choose the appropriate one. A choice question involves a good or bad option. Like a soft accusation, a follow-up question is used in the choice question by choosing one of the choices and repeating it. It is important to note that the questions used in the choice question relate to the topic used in the rationalization so that the flow continues into the question.
A company had reported that office laptops have been missing. An individual working in the company has been allegedly accused of stealing the office laptops because several laptops were found in his apartment after investigations were conducted. The following is a scenario dialogue between the suspect and a loss prevention specialist.
Specialist: Did you steal the office laptops to sell or did you steal them for personal use? What is the total number of office laptops have you stolen from the company?
Suspect: Hesitates
Specialist: They are not as many as you can afford, are they? Were they for sale or personal use? They were not for sale, were they? Please tell me they were not.

